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SUBJECT: CANADIAN FINANCE MINISTER VISIT TO MIDDLE EAST 
REF: KUWAIT 4388 (NOTAL) 

1, WE HAVE LEARNED THAT CANADIAN FINANCE MINISTER TURNER INTENDS 
TO VISIT KUWAIT IN APRIL. HE WILL ALSO VISIT IRAN, ALGERIA, 

MOROCCO AND PERHAPS SAUDI ARABIA. HE WILL BE MAKING ESSENTIALLY A 
GOOD WILL VISIT TO KUWAIT, ALTHOUGH HE WILL BE TRAVELING NOT ONLY 
AS CANADIAN MINISTER OF FINANCE BUT ALSO AS CHAIRMAN OF SPECIAL 
IMF COMMITTEE. ACCORDING TO EMBOFF JOHN SINCLAIR FROM CANADIAN 
EMBASSY TEHRAN WHO VISITING HERE, TURNER HAS NO SPECIAL BILATERAL 
ISSUES TO RAISE WITH KUWAITIS. 

2. WE RECALLED THAT KUWAIT MINISTER ELECTRICITY AND WATER ALGHANIM 
VISITED CANADA FOLLOWING DETROIT ENERGY CONFERENCE LAST FALL. 

UPON HIS RETURN TO KUWAIT HE INDICATED THAT CANADIAN MINISTER OF 
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KUWAIT WOULD SEEK TO BUY NUCLEAR REACTORS FROM CANADA (REFTEL). 
SINCLAIR SAID THAT HE DOUBTS THAT CANADIAN ENERGY MINISTER HAS ANY 
INTENTION OF VISITING KUWAIT IN NEAR FUTURE. FURTHERMORE IT HIGHLY 
UNLIKELY THAT GOC WOULD AUTHORIZE SALE OF CANADIAN NUCLEAR 
REACTORS TO KUWAIT. 

3. COMMENT: RESTRICTIVE INVESTMENT LAWS TEND TO DISCOURAGE 
KUWAITIS FROM MAKING LARGE SCALE INVESTMENTS IN CANADA, ALTHOUGH 
ONTARIO PROVINCIAL MINISTER OF FINANCE WAS HERE RECENTLY SEEKING 
FUNDS AND KUWAITI INSTITUTIONS HAVE UNDERWRITTEN CERTAIN CANADIAN 
LOCAL AND PROVINCIAL PUBLIC UTILITY EUROBOND ISSUES. KUWAIT NOT 
RPT NOT SIGNIFICANT EXPORTER OF OIL TO CANADA. WE ANTICIPATE THAT 
DURING TURNER'S VISIT TO KUWAIT, GOK PROBABLY WILL RAISE INVEST- 
MENT, NUCLEAR ENERGY AND CONSUMER/PRODUCER QUESTIONS FOR DIS- 
CUSSION. 
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